
       Congratulations to CAP’s  
   2011-2012 ACE Award Winners! 
 
 

National ACE Student of the Year 
The 2011-2012 National ACE Student of the Year is Matthew Cratem, a 6th grade student at 

San Jose Catholic School in Jacksonville, FL.  As part of a Space 
Camp contest, Matthew wrote, “Ever since I was little, I loved science 
and NASA.  When I was younger, I would sneak on to the Internet and 
look up cool space facts on NASA (shhh-don’t tell my mom!).  When 
assigned to read my first biography, I chose John Glenn.  In 3rd grade, 
a nighttime shuttle launch became the most spectacular event I have 
ever seen.  In 5th grade, we learned that the Space Shuttle program 
would be discontinued and all funding for the new Ares program would 
be cut.  It was devastating.  I was truly heartbroken, and I wrote my first 
persuasive essay on this topic.  In 6th grade, I couldn’t wait to be in Mrs. 
Chin’s class because her room has a NASA theme.  She is the only 
person I know who loves science and space as much as I do.” 

 
Mrs. Carla Chin, Matthew’s 6th grade teacher, explained, “Matthew brings enthusiasm and 
passion into everything he does, and he has discussed his love for science and math since the 
beginning of the school year.”  Mrs. Chin reported that he was a true inspiration to his fellow 
students when he refused to forego participating in ACE physical fitness lessons for an 
extended period of time due to a health issue.  Mrs Chin stated, “Matthew struggled with 
modified activities and refused to leave a single ACE lesson incomplete.  I admire his attitude, 
and he truly embodies Civil Air Patrol’s mantra of, ‘Your attitude reflects altitude.’ ”   
 
National ACE Teacher of the Year 
Mrs. Walerius, whose passion for aerospace began as a young child 
“watching Sputnik wink across the sky,” is a 5th grade teacher at Van 
Buren Elementary School in Van Buren, OH, and CAP’s 2011-2012 
National ACE Teacher of the Year. The ACE program complements 
her required curricula in addition to the aerospace lessons she has 
used and perfected for her classroom over many years.  Mrs. Walerius 
was the lead editor for the current 5th grade ACE curriculum guide and 
has inspired several other teachers at her school to participate in 
CAP’s ACE program.  In addition to participating in numerous 
aerospace-related professional development experiences, she is a 
teacher participant in Southwest’s Adopt-a-Pilot program; coordinates 
an annual field trip for her students to the U.S. Air Force Museum in 
Dayton; is a teacher liaison for the U.S. Space foundation and NASA; presents aerospace 
lessons/activities at workshops; and promotes CAP and the ACE program wherever she has an 
opportunity to do so.  Beppie’s love for aerospace even inspired her to take some flying lessons 
several years ago to help enhance her understanding and teaching of aviation. 
  
Beppie stated, “I have felt for so long that if only teachers knew how much fun aerospace 
activities were, and how much such activities engaged and inspired the kids, the teachers 
wouldn’t hesitate to jump on board.  I think far too many teachers feel that they don’t have 
enough knowledge to be effective teaching about aerospace.  CAP’s ACE curriculum has done 
an absolutely wonderful job of providing user-friendly lesson plans along with adequate 
background information so teachers can present excellent hands-on activities and materials to 



Principal Wanda Avery (left) and 3rd grade 
teacher & ACE coordinator, Laura Pink (right) 

their students with confidence.”  Mrs. Walerius also knows that effective teachers who 
incorporate aerospace education into their classroom instruction get results.  Mrs. Walerius’ 
students continually score well on Ohio’s state achievement test for science, having the highest 
science scores in the county more than once.  
 
Van Buren’s principal, Richard Lehman, explained in his letter of recommendation, “For as long 
as I have known Beppie, her passion and enthusiasm for science, especially aerospace 
science, has excited and inspired a host of students.  Many of these students have gone on to 
pursue careers in aviation or other related sciences.”  Without doubt, Beppie provides 
educational experiences to students that will help them take their own small steps and giant 
leaps as they become the workforce and leaders of tomorrow. 
 
National ACE School of the Year 

Launching to the top this year with the school-wide 
implementation of the ACE Program is the 2011-2012 
National ACE School of the Year:   Antioch Elementary 
School in Crestview, FL.  Under the leadership of 
Principal Wanda Avery and the school’s ace 
coordinator, Laura Pink, Antioch’s K-5 educators 
impacted their student body of approximately 800 
students!  Antioch hosted an ACE workshop for 
teachers last summer, and Ms. Pink helped coordinate 
an ACE lift-off event that included a helicopter landing 
at the school’s sports field.  On average, students 
received 13 ACE lessons during the year, and two 
teachers documented that their students received all 21 
grade-level ACE lessons.   
 

Eight teachers invited guests to help present some ACE lessons, and one guest was an airport 
executive who visited two 3rd grade classes to explain how an airplane flies.  As a local online 
news source reported, “Mr. Hall explained, ‘We overcome the force of drag by increasing the 
force of thrust.’  When one of his assistants, portraying thrust, tried unsuccessfully to pull away 
from another (drag), Hall called up three girls who teamed up to be a stronger thrust, 
successfully pulling two ‘drag’ boys forward, accompanied by peals of excited laughter from 
their classmates.”  Congratulations to Antioch’s faculty and local community representatives for 
their efforts to make the ACE program a worthwhile and memorable experience for their 
students.  
 
Additional ACE Awards 
In addition to the annual ACE awards, CAP also provided an ACE Coordinator of the Year 
award to Ms. Christi Keith from Wrights Mill Road Elementary School in Auburn, AL.  Ms. Keith 
did an exceptional job ensuring all 19 teachers registered and submitted completion forms 
expeditiously.  In addition, she organized both a lift-off and culminating ACE event for their 
student body of almost 500 students.   
 
CAP recognized a couple of repeat outstanding ACE educators to receive ACE Accolade 
Awards.  These honorable mention awards were provided to:  Brandi DeSandro, K-6 educator in 
Goshen, AL, and Tracy Huemoeller, 3rd grade teacher in Anthem, AZ.  Congratulations to all of 
the ACE participants, award nominees, and winners. 
 
CAP appreciates support from sponsors such as the Air Force Association (AFA); FLIR 
Systems, Inc.; and Lightspeed Aviation Foundation. For information about CAP’s K-6 ACE 
Program, visit www.capmembers.com/ace. 
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