
 
                    CIVIL AIR PATROL’S 

                K-12 Teacher Orientation Program (TOP) Flights 
            for  

               AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION CHAPTER PARTICIPATION 
                         
                   
Both CAP and AFA agree: producing patriot and technologically-prepared future citizens is of prime 
importance in maintaining global competitiveness and national security.   
 
In an effort to address America's need to promote science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
subjects and careers, CAP provides a unique experience for TEACHERS.  Teachers can take to the 
skies to learn more about aviation and how STEM principles are at work throughout a flight in an 
airplane.  
 
Why fly teachers?  CAP feels that the first step toward 
motivating young people toward STEM subjects and 
careers is to inspire their teachers toward an interest and 
excitement in these subjects.  And, that excitement and 
new-found knowledge is transferred directly into the 
classroom!  As teachers are given “out of the classroom; 
into the sky” experiences, they tend to understand the 
relevance of what they are teaching their students.  This 
practical application of concepts and skills is exactly 
what their students need to become intrigued and 
curious about learning more STEM concepts 
themselves.  
 
 AFA chapters can use this program as another avenue 
to “extend their grassroots efforts” to promote AE and 
STEM programs that lead to strengthening the nation’s ability to meet its defense needs with 
technological superiority. The program is conducted at no cost to the AFA chapters.   
 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW:  
 
The Teacher Orientation Program (TOP) Flights generally accompany an educator workshop to 
introduce teachers to the many programs and products of the CAP that can be used to stimulate the 
minds and classrooms of students.   

 The program can be implemented during an AFA-sponsored teacher workshop. 

 The activities to accompany the flights can come directly from the CAP’s array of AE 
materials. 

 CAP pilots give the teachers an opportunity to try the controls and take aerial photos of the 
school and community.  

 Upon completion of the TOP Flight experience, teachers receive a certificate, as well as a 
wealth of new ways to turn a paper airplane into a valuable learning tool! 

 

PROGRAM REGISTRATION TIMELINE: 
 TOP Flights can be conducted at any time of year, weather permitting.    

 
 
 



CCiivviill  AAiirr  PPaattrrooll  aanndd  AAiirr  FFoorrccee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
BBuuiillddiinngg  aa  BBeetttteerr  TToommoorrrrooww,,  OOnnee  SSttuuddeenntt  aatt  aa  TTiimmee  

PROGRAM RREQUIREMENTS: 
 Teachers must be a member of CAP with CAP’s complimentary membership for AFA 

chapter-sponsored teachers (register at www.capmembers.com/joinaem using Coupon 
Code AFATEACH to waive the $35 fee)  

 Teachers and AFA chapter members who wish to conduct this program should read more 
about it at the TOP Flight link on the CAP AE website.    

 
CHAPTER “SPONSORSHIP” SUPPORT: 
 
AFA chapters can “sponsor” teachers for the TOP Flight experience by introducing the teachers to the 
program and offering to assist in any appropriate or possible manner.  
 

 Offer to arrange a flight day or workshop with the CAP by contacting afa@capnhq.gov.  

 
HOW TO START: 
 
There are two avenues for the AFA chapter to work this program: 
 

1- Individual teacher flights, as desired. 
 
 Locate one or more K-12 teachers who may want to 

participate.  (How about as a reward for the chapter 
Teacher of the Year?  Photos are of the AZ AFA TOY 
taking her TOP Flight!)  

 Direct teacher(s) to TOP Flight link for program 
review. 

 If interested, teachers should contact 
afa@capnhq.gov to request assistance in organizing 
flight.  

 
2- Group flights during an AFA-sponsored teacher 

workshop.  
 
 Work with AFA chapter VP/AE to coordinate a teacher 

workshop at a school, local museum, or military 
installation.   

 Contact afa@capnhq.gov to request permission to 
coordinate a TOP Flight experience as a part of the 
workshop.   

 Publicize workshop to K-12 teachers who may want to 
participate.   

 Plan to solicit assistance for workshop session presentations from teachers, CAP members, 
and AFA members, as well as other qualified persons from the area.   

 Contact the media for coverage of the chapter’s outreach event. 

 Conduct the workshop and then share an article and accompanying photos with the AFA 
AEC for national AFA publication, if warranted.   

                Any questions?  Contact afa@capnhq.gov 
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